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One of the main mitzvos of the Leil Haseder is drinking the 4 cups of wine. Everyone knows
that we drink 4 cups of wine at the Seder to commemorate the 4 expressions of redemption
NAPDY "NPRA NP nR¥IM. It is not commonly known that Chazal give an additional reason
for drinking 4 cups of wine. To remind us of the 4 times the word 01> is mentioned in the
story of Sar Hamshkim, when a fly fell into the cup of Pharoah.

DR INRY','IYID 012 DR IR uAwRY L0702 V0D 0191 VI HW MDD VAR TA1D K 17 12 w22

"2 7D 010 NN ,'AND A0 DY 0197

The Meforshim ask, why is this incident so important that we need to commemorate it at the
Seder night, to drink 4 cups of wine, to ensure we do not forget the story of the Sar

Hamaskim?

If we would have been present on that day when the above incident took place, we would not
have placed any great importance to it. One of the workers in Pharoah’s palace had been
careless, Pharoah got annoyed and threw him into prison. End of story. It wouldn’t have

made headline news in the papers and was not an event of world shattering importance.

This is when you look at the story through the lens of a journalist or politician. Now let us

examine this story through the eyes of the Torah.

Hashem had told Avrohom Ovinu at the Bris Bein HaBesorim that the time would come
when his children will be strangers in a foreign land. Now, how was this to come about?
Yaakov Ovinu was not interested in leaving Eretz Yisroel for all the money in the world. So
Hashem set into a motion a series of events which would culminate in Yaakov Ovinu coming
down to Mitzrayim, - and it all started with a little fly buzzing around the palace of

Pharoah.
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Stage 1: A little fly buzzing around the room falls into Pharoah’s cup. Stage 2: Pharoah
becomes enraged and has the Sar HaMashkim put in prison, where he meets Yosef
HaTzaddik. Stage 3: The Sar Hamaskim has a dream and Y osef interprets his dream. Stage 4
The Sar HaMashkim is released from prison and reinstated as Yosef had foretold. Stage 5:
Pharoah had a dream which none of his advisors could interpret, and the Sar HaMashkim
then revealed Yosef’s powers to Pharoah. Stage 6: Pharoah orders Yosef to be released from
prison and he interprets Pharoahs dream to his satisfaction. Stage 7: Pharoah appoints Yosef
as ruler over Egypt. Stage 8: Yosef sends a message to Yaakov Ovinu who then comes down

to Mitzrayim.

Thus it emerges that the fly falling into the cup was not some minor incident, but was an
integral part of Hashem’s Masterplan which had major consequences for all times, and
shaped the history of Klall Yisroel and the entire world. This is what Dovid Hamelech meant
when he wrote in Tehillim (ch.92) 12> X% 2021 ¥7° K W2 WK TNAWHN WPRY TRA "7 PWIN 2T 01
nRT nX “How great are your actions Hashem, how profound are your thoughts. A simple

person will not know and a fool will not understand this”.

The Ramban (end of Parshas Bo) writes that the purpose of learning about Yetzias Mitzrayim is
to teach us and to reinforce that nothing in this world happens by chance. When a Yid sits
down at his Seder, it isn’t enough just to acknowledge that major events such as an
earthquake, a tsunami, a volcanic eruption etc, come from Hashem. When we drink the 4
cups of wine, we are acknowledging and showing that we understand that nothing in the
world happens by itself, and even the most minor incidents, such as a fly falling into a cup is

only by Divine Decree.

This year we are all witness to a similar story. If we would have been asked just a few months
ago what are the chances of the entire world grinding to a total standstill, we would have said
it is almost impossible, what could possibly cause the entire world on all 5 continents to stop
everything and grind to a halt. But Hashem has His masterplan and it all started in an outdoor

market in a town most of us had never heard of.
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A diseased bat (if the Chinese are to be believed in their official version) was bought by an
unsuspecting customer. He became ill and passed on the infection to others, who then passed
it on to others. Travelers from around the world came to China and came into contact with
carriers of the disease. These travellers then exported the virus back to their home countries.
By the time world governments woke up to the terrible threat, the virus was already swiftly
spreading far and wide. A small little bat has brought the entire world to its knees. Indeed
NRT DR 120 XD 22021 Y70 K? 2 WOR TNAWnN Pny 87 ' wyn 1973 we are being shown that it is

Hashem who runs the World and everyone is in the hands of Hashem.

When I spoke to the Boyaner Rebbe shlita a few days ago, he told me that this year we should
all merit to eat 77>y 7¥n and he explained that the gemara (Nedorim 41.) tells us “the greatest
pauper is a person who is poor in knowledge”, but this year we have all come to the level of
(0 ,X YY) "7 DR AYT PIRT A8 “the entire world has come to the recognition of Hashem”.
We have all been enriched with a new appreciation and understanding how we are all in
Hashem Hands, and therefore we will eat the matza as an W with a clear and full

understanding that Hashem rules the world 71 7wyn 1273 n!
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TWIN 3w PIDY MR A2IRI? TAVWHT 2173 MRS AY5RMI 20 21Y YR ANHwY [IN0n”

-m550

127°9D SR> Q3T

A

/i \ s = _—. N




