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 פ"חודש ניסן תש
 )ג( מכתב התחזקות

 

Many people are wondering to themselves and worrying what type of Pesach will we be 

having this year, how will our Yom Tov be, whilst we are all confined to our houses without 

any visitors, and it is almost impossible to go out at all, and we are asking ourselves why is 

this Pesach different from all other years of Pesach.   

 

However, when we examine the essence of Pesach we will see that all the mitzvos which we 

perform during Pesach are mitzvos that we perform specifically at home, unlike the other 

Yomim Tovim where we perform the mitzvos of the Yom Tov out of the home. The special 

mitzvah of Rosh Hashona is Tekiyas Shofar which we hear in shul, Yom Kippur we spend 

the entire day in shul, returning home just to catch a bit of sleep, Succos we shake the Arba 

Minim in shul, and to fulfil mitzvas Succah we have to leave our houses in fulfilment of 

“leave your permanent abode and go into a temporary abode”. 

 

The exception to this is Pesach. When it comes to Pesach, there are no special mitzvos that 

are to be performed in shul, rather all the mitzvos of the Yom Tov are performed at home. 

Even the chiyuv min HaTorah to destroy chometz refers in principal to chometz in one’s 

home as it is written  מבתיכםתשביתו שאור )יח' כלל קיט סחיי אדם   ) and someone who does not 

have a house cannot make a brocha on bedikas chometz (although he is still required to destroy any 

chometz in his possession). Similarly the mitzvah of eating matza and drinking the 4 cups and all 

the other mitzvos of the Seder are all performed at home and not in shul.   

 

We know that the name “Pesach” is derived from the possuk בני ישראל בתיעל ' ח השפס  that 

Hashem passed over all the Yiddishe Houses, and so it is written " בני ישראל הציל בתיואת "

"הבתיםוהיה הדם לאות על "  and the Yidden had to place some blood from the Korban Pesach 

on the doorpost of their houses to show that this is a Yiddishe house and they were also 

commanded " עד בוקר ביתואל יצא איש מפתח"  not to leave their houses and they also had to 
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